Vibrio vulnificus septicaemia.
Vibrio vulnificus is an opportunistic pathogen capable of causing a fulminant septicaemia in susceptible patients. Underlying chronic diseases such as liver impairment and immunosuppression are important factors contributing to the severity of the infection and outcome. Early suspicion and diagnosis with appropriate antibiotic therapy is important as delay can adversely affect outcome. For those who develop tissue necrotizing fasciitis, early surgical debridement is recommended to allow better penetration of antibiotics and also to reduce the severity of the septicaemia. Mortality is quoted as between 50% and 90%. Current antibiotic recommendations are intravenous ceftazidime 2 g tds and doxycycline 100 mg od.